
enough members willing and 

available to run trips. Please 

consider if you would like to 

run a day or weekend trip to a 

location that you have visited 

recently. There is a hand full of 

experienced trip leaders that 

would be very happy to part-

ner with you and help with the 

planning and running of a trip.  

David and John continue their 

good work attending our asso-

ciation meetings and keeping 

us update with what is coming 

up and how we might access 

driving and camping areas that 

are normally closed to the 

public. The club will again be 

attending the 4WD Adventure Show at Eastern Creek 

on the 12th to 14th October. Last year was a great suc-

cess advertising our club and the things we do. The 

Outback Hotel will be back again this year so will need 

help with renovations, setting up and running the dis-

play over the three days. You can register online the 

same as any trip, then we can make contact to discuss 

the most suitable times.  

Coming up are some great trips with even more I know 

hitting the website soon. There is night driving to Yer-

randerie, day trips (coming), Old Bara, Singleton, Olin-

da Octoberfest long weekend and our club Christmas 

party is also up and ready to go. 

I wish to thank all of you for being part of our club and 

making it possible to do the things we do. A very big 

thank you to the existing and retiring committee for 

your tireless work attending to club business, meetings 

and running many of our trips. I look forward to catch-

ing up at the picnic day in a few weeks or indeed on 

the track during our next trip. 

All the best,  

Mark 

Hello everyone, here we 

are August already! I hope 

this issue of Drive Toque 

finds you well. There have 

been a few changes over 

the last months such as 

Troy taking on the Editors 

roles following on from the 

fantastic work Jo did 

starting the new format. 

Sandi has been filling in as 

secretary at meetings while 

Cath took some leave to 

recovery from surgery and 

more recently the passing 

of her sister, our thoughts 

and prayers are with you 

Cath and Tom. A few mem-

bers have indicated inter-

est in taking on some committee roles, but we 

are always looking for new people to help in this 

area. Feel free to contact myself or Sandi if you 

wish to know more details. If Troy continues as 

Editor, then I’m sure there will be a trip convenor 

position available together with Social because 

Karen has a new job and finding it difficult to be 

available. 

Our Friday meetings at Ermington have been 

moved to the smaller meeting room which is 

accessed from the front of the building. July was 

our first meeting there and I think we will find it 

a more suitable venue. Your committee has been 

planning some presentation and training ideas 

that will be incorporated in to the Friday General 

Meetings. That being said the next meeting at 

Ermington will be held in September because we 

have our Picnic Day and AGM on Sunday the 12th 

of August. Notice and details for the AGM were 

in the last Drive Torque and on our web site. 

Please take a minute to register so we know how 

many people to cater for on the day. 

One of the more difficult tasks this year is having 
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Join the Club 
Get your Club gear 

today! 
Order online at  

subaru4wdclub.com 

 

AGM 

Club Gear 

mittee. To be eligible to 

stand for a position or to 

vote at the AGM. 

All positions will be de-

clared vacant.  So please 

come along.  If you are 

unable to attend, you can 

send your proxy or any 

nominations to the secre-

tary. 

The 2018 AGM will again 

be held at the Western 

Sydney Parklands and will 

include a free BBQ lunch 

for all attendees. We have 

booked the Grey box shel-

ter in the Lizard Log Park. 

This is your opportunity to  

come along and have your 

say and have a say in who 

is elected on the com-

All positions are shown on the 

back page of this newsletter. 

We would like to thank the 

out going committee  for the 

work they have contributed to 

this club.  Jo, as editor, has 

done a wonderful job this 

year putting out these month-

ly newsletters and also the 

Annual publication. 

Map of 

Western 

Sydney 

Parklands 

Lizard Log 

Park. 

D R I V E  T O R Q U E  

date.    Go to My Account >> My 

Profile and check you have the 

correct address details and other 

information. 

 

If you have any issues with the 

website, as always you can email 

the webmaster at  

webmaster@subruclub.com.au. 

 

Reminder that  membership fees 

are now past due and need to be 

paid to attend any trips.  Please 

log into the web site , sign in and  

use the “Renew Membership 

Fees” menu option from the 

righthand menu. 

While you are there, please make 

sure your profile details are up to 

Renewals are OVER due!!! AGM at the 

Western 

Sydney 

Parklands and 

will include a 

free BBQ 

lunch for all 

attendees. 

http://subaru4wdclub.com
mailto:webmaster@subruclub.com.au


Christmas in August. 
Yulefest!  Belanglo 
SF : 3rd to 5th August 
Come and celebrate the Winter festive 

season this year in the southern high-

lands.  

 

The weekend will be focused around 

dinner on Saturday night.  We may 

head down some bush tracks in the 

area to collect some firewood but 

please bring a bag of wood just in case.  

 

So we should have a good fire going 

for anyone wanting to cook some-

thing for the night on and also the 

keep warm later in the evening.  

 

With all the foodies in the club I am 

sure we will be able to serve up a 

feast fit for Santa.  

 

We will get a list of dishes going on 

who is bringing what so we get a great 

winter Christmas meal for all.  

 

On Sunday we will go for a drive 

before packing up and heading 

home.  

 

Sandi and Troy  

Up coming trips. 

“Please consider 

nominating for a 

committee 

position to get 

more involved in 

club activities.” 
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We will again camp at Olinda 

near Rylestone and hope to 

have a bit of Bavarian fun on 

the Saturday night. We will 

also head up to Dunns 

Swamp for a swim / paddle / 

canoe if the weather suits 

and see what else the week-

end brings. Easy access into the campsite 

and flush toilets are available. No showers 

though unless you bring your own. More 

details to come.  

Brett Hampson 

We will be camping at a cattle proper-

ty near Mudgee called Old Bara. You 

can spend the time relaxing at camp or 

check out the Mudgee / Gulgong re-

gion (wineries, history etc.). As it will 

probably still be cool then we will 

hopefully have a good fire and I'll be 

practicing my camp over cooking skills 

without poisoning anyone. Bring your own 

camp oven and show us your stuff. If we go 

to the wineries then there might be a vino 

or two to be had. I will also be bringing 

along my telescope (clouds permitting) as 

that weekend we will be able to view a half 

moon as well as Jupiter and Saturn which 

will be up.  Olinda Octoberfest long weekend 
29th Sept – 1st October 

Camping at Old Barra near Mudgee 
17th – 19th August 

Details of the property can be 

found at: https://

www.campinmudgee.com.au/ 

Prices are $15 per adult per night 

and children 17 and under are $10. 

Once registered on the trip and 

you know you are definitely com-

ing then you need to contact the property and 

pay your fees directly before hand. There are 

toilets but no power or showers (BYO). Its 

booked under my name I plan to go up Friday 

afternoon / evening and have 2 nights up there. 

Closer to the weekend when we have an idea on 

numbers we will then be able to advise which 

campsite on the property we will be at.  

Brett Hampson 

Mount Royal Lake St Clair 

Singleton 
25th – 26th August 

Hi, this weekend will be camping with 

bush walking at Lake St Clair Singleton 

maybe camp at Mount Royal National 

Park. Easy to get to, suitable for all wheel 

drive, even camper trailers too. Just 

standard recovery stuff its not a cape York 

trip. Up to Singleton Lake St Clair - easy. 

Good way to end winter. 

DaveCook 

Yerranderie and Beyond 
7th – 9th September 

Starting with a night drive from near 
Mittagong and travelling to Yerranderie 
and beyond. Camp for two nights on a 
private property and return via the 
Kowmung River. We can add other op-
tions if members don't want the Friday 
night drive adventure. A day time drive to Yerranderie on the Friday 
may become an option.  

More details will be available when we know the numbers and when 
people want to head in. 
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Trip route -  

Gogeldrie Weir 

Wentworth 

Mungo NP 

Mungo NP loop 

Menindee 

White Cliffs 

Kallara Station 

Narromine 

Wellington Caves 

 

 

 

 

D R I V E  T O R Q U E  

Winter River Run 14th to 22nd July 

Day 1, Saturday 14th July, 9am 
 
Hume Hwy, Pheasants Nest, a bit 
chilly. 
Mark & Karolyn, Stephen & Susan, 
Vaughan & BJ, Kim, Kevin, Scott. 
 
We were treated to a mass release of 
pigeons in the adjoining paddock, 
heading back to Sydney, apparently a 
training run for young birds, who knew 
this still happened? Hit the Hume and 
headed towards Yass where we were 
joined by Kevin, now 6 cars & 9 bodies. 
Turn off to Wagga Wagga and our first 
river, the Murrumbidgee.  Along the 

Sturt Highway past Narrandera to 
our first overnight stop at 
Gogeldrie Weir on the Murrum-
bidgee. Great little obscure campsite, 
had it almost to ourselves, short walk 
to the river, banks very dry but some 
water, stark scenery. We were enter-
tained during the cocktail hour by the 
gentle cries of thousands of Sulphur 
Crested Cockatoos roosting in the 
trees along the river. A bit of a cold 
night -6 degrees at 3am, ask me how I 
know. 

 
Day 2, Sunday 15th July, 9am 
departure 
After defrosting and extracting our-
selves from the wilds of Gogeldrie, 
back on the Sturt Hwy at Darlington 
Point and continue West past Hay and 
Balranald, the land getting drier as we 

go, then Euston where we met the Murray 
and on to Mildura (briefly into Victoria !!) to 
repurchase all the fruit we had just thrown 
out due to Fruit Fly restrictions, and on to 

Wentworth, where we met river #3, the Dar-
ling and spent the night. Lovely camp, right 
on the river, seemed to have good water lev-
els at this point, very scenic. Walking dis-
tance to a pub for dinner well planned Mark. 
Thankfully the frigid temperatures of the pre-
vious night were not repeated. Tomorrow, the 
outback. Thanks Scott for reporting days 1 
and 2. 

 
Day 3, Monday 16

th
 July, 10.30am de-

parture 
The later departure time was not due to the 
Pub or frigid temperature but rather Mark 
needing to send off some work. Mungo NP 
here we come. Just a few hours drive and fire 
wood collection on the way saw us arrive by 
lunchtime, set up camp at the main camp 
ground and prepare for the 70km circuit 
which is a must when you come here. The 

bush camp half way along the circuit was 
empty, no fire allowed there, so we were 
pleased to be camped at the main area. A 
roaring fire and a shower at the visitors’ cen-
tre made the whole day just perfect. With the 
landscape, old lake, sand dunes and the re-
mains of sheep station buildings we really felt 
like it was another world; and it is! 

“The place 
was packed 
with every-
thing from 
small tents 
to large 
caravans ” 
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Day 4, Tuesday 17th July, 9am 
departure 
On the gravel and sand again for about 
50km heading for Pooncarie. Another 
30km on the black top and we were 
refuelling and having morning tea at 
the old wharf site on the Darling River. 
No boats today with very low water 
levels. The road conditions had been 
very good and continued north towards 
Menindee. Plenty of fire wood to collect 
and a great way to stretch the legs 
ensuring there would be no more cold 
nights. Lunch and an individual look 
around at Menindee while trying to 
keep out of the wind and sand blasting. 
We then headed up river to the Main 
Weir where we found a great camp at 
the Burke & Wills camp ground. It was 
sheltered from most of the wind and by 
dark the conditions were good for a fire 
and another happy hour. Oh, the things 
we must do on these trips. 

 
Day 5, Wednesday 18th July, 
9.10am departure 
Today we would make a fortune or 
spend the same. White Cliffs via Wil-
cannia was the mission. Kim travelled 
via Broken Hill in search of a tyre but in 
the end, it was repaired, saving him 
plenty of coin. Morning tea at Wilcan-
nia, fuel, air-up and a quick look 
around before the dash into White 
Cliffs. Some wanted the Gems others 
wanted to take photos of the first Opal 
mining town in Australia. I think we all 
needed to wash down the dust at the 
Pub and enjoy another meal at a local 
establishment. By the way, Kim arrived 
only 30mins behind us with his original 
rear tyre supporting his centrally heat-
ed block of flats. Camp fees were 
cheap and showers only $1 for 5 
minutes was a bargain. After being 
asked to leave the Pub... joking, we 
returned to campfire number five start-
ed by Vaughan and BJ.  

 

 
Day 8, Saturday 21st July, 9am 
departure 
A short day with only about 100km to 
Wellington Caves. This morning we 
said good bye to Stephen and Susan 
who were heading straight home for 
some commitments on Sunday. The 
remaining six cars did a lap of Dub-
bo’s very busy main streets before 
pushing on to Wellington. Coffee 
time here before Kevin pushed on to 
meet friends in Orange. Between 
Wellington and Wellington Caves 
Scott decided he could not stay away 
from his wife another night and 
would head straight home. I think he 
knew we were in for sub zero tem-
perature over night. We had the 
whole unpowered camp area and 
spent the afternoon in the sun relax-
ing. Some did a cave tour while oth-
ers keep the home fires burning 
which was great because when the 
sun was gone it was cold. With just 
enough wood for our last fire and 
plenty of happy hour supplies fol-
lowed by dinner followed by a bottle 
or two of something to stay warm we 
recalled a great trip and were ready 
to go again. 

 
Day 9, Sunday 22nd July, 9am 
departure 
Bloody cold, everything was frozen, 
including a dripping tap. Not as cold 
as Sunday morning at Gogeldrie but 
cold enough. No hurry in the camp 
this morning because we were all 
heading of in separate directions to 
our home destinations. Over the nine 
days we travelled close enough to 
2,750km and saw some amazing 
country and rivers. A country that is 
crying out for rain and rivers that 
need a decent wet season in the 
north, so they flow again. I’m sure 
most of us are ready to get out there 
again, but until next time……. take 
care  
Mark. 

 
Day 6, Thursday 19

th
 July, 9am 

departure 
Today we were trying to travel through 
Mount Jack and Mount Pleasant stations 
on our way to Tilpa but the fuel man in 
Wilcannia told us the owners had 
changed and there were plenty of fenc-
es and locked gates. Considering the 
new owners had not returned my calls 
we headed north on the Wanaaring 
Road before turning right at “Tonga” and 
travelled the “Norma Downs” road into 
Tilpa. Stopped for lunch near Norma 
Downs before arriving at Tilpa and a 
beer at the Pub. We checked out the 
boat ramp which was concrete for about 
60m before reaching the water. We did 
not test the depth but being downstream 
of Tilpa Weir is would have been very 
shallow. Our camp tonight was only 
15km up stream at Kallara Station. What 
a great place with 4.5km of river front-
age to choose for a camp site. Plenty of 
wood and only $5 per person. Showers 
and toilets where back near the home-
stead and some said they were the best 
showers on the trip. 

 
Day 7, Friday 20th July, 9am de-
parture 
It was a shame not to have time for an-
other night here. During happy hour we 
decided to continue up the Darling River 
on the western side to Bourke via Louth. 
During the trip we all had a turn up front 
and this morning BJ was navigating with 
instructions to find the Pub at Louth be-
cause we heard new people were run-
ning it and the coffee was great. Don’t 
forget it was about 10.30 when we ar-
rived so the B&E rolls were also or-
dered. Lucky the door was open be-
cause none of us wanted to use the 
door bell, ask someone about it. We 
caught up with Brett Atkins outside the 
Pub just as we were going to visit the 
cemetery to check out a special cross... 
another story to ask about. Now there 
were seven cars, three trailers and 10 
bodies heading NE on the eastern side 
of the river, next stop Bourke. We en-
counter the most traffic since departing 
Wentworth, but Scott lead us to Bourke 
for fuel, pies and lunch at the Old 
Bourke Wharf. It was sad in some way 
because we were all airing up for the 
homeward run on the black top. The dirt 
and dust were now behind us. Narro-
mine was our destination and with about 
330km to cover we hit the road after 
lunch, arriving at a great grass area next 
to the Airfield ready for happy hour and 
another fire. We were getting closer to 
home and the frost, and it did not disap-
point, white stuff on the ground again. 
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Association Update Greater Sydney Region Meeting - 23rd July 2018 

D R I V E  T O R Q U E  

ADVENTURE SHOW 
The next Adventure Show planning 
meeting will be on the 13

th
 August at 

the Catholic Club at Liverpool. There 
has been slow acceptance and taking 
up of sites by clubs. This year’s Ad-
venture Show will be on the 12th, 13

th
 

and 14
th
 of October. At the time of our 

meeting our Club had not registered 
for a site. Sunday the 7

th
 October 

2018 starting at 9am has been nomi-
nated as site cleanup day. Volunteer 
sign up this year will be for specific 
times on specific tasks. Volunteering 
will be rewarded with free show entry. 
A volunteer’s thank you day will be 
held on the 3

rd
 February 2019. State 

Forests and National Parks with 
Western Sydney Parklands and Syd-
ney Zoo will be at the Show. 
 
The 4WD show activity used to be 
included in the Camping and Camp-
ing show at Rosehill with Club stands 
and a test track. Gradually the clubs 
were left out with only the Toyota and 
Nissan Clubs still there. These two 
clubs are not members of the Associ-
ation. From this the Association Ad-
venture Show was established. It now 
appears the Caravan and Camping 
Association is looking to pull out of 
Rosehill and join the Association Ad-
venture Show. 
 

ASSOCIATION PAPERWORK 
The annual subscription for our club 
has been received by the Association 
and a receipt has been issued. This 
means that our insurance coverage is 
now active.             
 
MOUNT AIRLIE 
A meeting with Gabbie Upton the 
NSW minister for the environment is 
planned for the 15

th
 August 2018. 

The Shooters and Fishers (Robert 
Brown) will also be represented. The 
proposal is for a six year plan of joint 
management and controlled access 
to the Turret and Tramway areas. 
The Association has cleared the track 
from the boiler to the lookout. There 
is a problem of Advisory Committees 
for the Mount Airlie area. Whilst nomi-
nations have closed there were only 
6 nominations for 12 positions. The 
new Advisory Committees have not 
been promulgated and are therefore 
not active. The process is these Advi-
sory Committees input to the man-
agement plan and provide advice to 
the minister.  
 
WEBSITE 
As our Club has become financial we 
have been issued with a single pass-
word for use by all financial members 
of our Club. It is now up to our Club 
to then manage members access.  
 
DRIVER TRAINING UNIT 
The training event at Wagga was 
deemed to be a huge success. Some 
16 trainees were assessed by 8 train-
ers who in turn were assessed anoth-
er 2 assessors that assessed. Our 
club was represented by Brian Flood. 
A further event will now take place to 
cover the Sydney and Hunter clubs 
possibly in the Rydal area. 
 
FACEBOOK 
We were reminded that John 
Wheeler is a pseudonym name on 
Facebook for our Association News. 
This is a legitimate site. Please add 
as a friend or allow this information. It 
is 4WD Association News. 
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JAMBOREE 
We have been reminded the 2019 
Jamberoo will be on at Easter next 
year. 
 
SYDNEY REGION CHAIRPERSON 

Following the retirement of Stefan 
Fischer, Wolfgang has agreed to as-
sume that role. 
 
ASSOCIATION QUARTERLY MEET-
ING 
The next quarterly meeting will be 
held at Windeyer just south of 
Mudgee. Partners and club members 
are invited to observe the meeting or 
visit the local wineries. The date is the 
weekend of 17-16 August 2018. Ar-
rangements have been made for ac-
commodation and food at the 
Windeyer Bushlands Tourist Park. 
The meeting coincides date wise with 
the Club event Camping at Old Bara 
near Mudgee. 
 
TRIP REPORTS 
The meeting was reminded to get trip 
reports to National Parks and State 
Forests via the Association Website. 
Access is on the front page. 
 
CLUB CALENDAR 
It was suggested that upcoming 
events such as the Adventure Show, 
the Jamberoo and the next Quarterly 
meeting be added to each Club’s 
website with a leader nominated. 
 

Update :  Subaru Extreme Outback Safari 2018 

Some of you may have seen or are following the progress of a 

group of Subarus travelling the central Australian Outback. The 

started on 20th July and have crossed the Simpson and headed 

past Kings Canyon, Uluru and Alice Springs. They are travelling until 

the 14th of September so if you want to check out their progress 

you can of facebook. Subaru Extreme Outback Safari 2018 

 

Photos by Stephen Batholomew 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1868348633486533


PO Box 161 

Parramatta 2118 

Web : subaru4wdclub.com 

E-mail: membership@subaruclub.com.au 

Subaru & Recreational 4WD Club 

A Club for All Tastes 

C OM M ITT E E  C ON TAC TS :   
President:              Mark Honor         president@subaruclub.com.au       0418 406 118  

Vice President:       Sandi Strickland    vicepresident@subaruclub.com.au  0414 870 168  

Secretary:              Cath DeSantis      secretary@subaruclub.com.au   0413 474 630  

Treasurer:              Sandra Moss        treasurer@subaruclub.com.au   0438 276 012  

Membership:         Karolyn Honor     membership@subaruclub.com.au  0459 111 096  

Trip Convener:      Troy Strickland     trip_convener@subaruclub.com.au  0409 908 977  

Trip Convener:      Sandi Strickland    trip_convener@subaruclub.com.au  0414 870 168  

Driver Awareness:  Brett Atkins  4wdtraining@subaruclub.com.au  0412 208 874  

Driver Awareness:  Brian Flood  4wdtraining@subaruclub.com.au  0425 270 385  

Delegate:              David Wellham  delegates@subaruclub.com.au   0407 089 071  

Delegate:              John Hocking  delegates@subaruclub.com.au   0405 568 965  

Technical:             Brett Hampson  technical_officer@subaruclub.com.au  0408 409 634  

Social:                   Karen Campbell  social_convener@subaruclub.com.au  0430 842 101  

PR:                        Jo Quinn   publicity@subaruclub.com.au   0409 771 019  

Webmaster:          Troy Strickland  webmaster@subaruclub.com.au  0409 908 977  

Editor:                   Troy Strickland editor@subaruclub.com.au   0409 908 977  

Catering:               Karen Campbell  catering@subaruclub.com.au   0430 842 101  

Sergeant @ Arms:  Robert Moss  sergeant-at-arms@subaruclub.com.au  02 9820 2128  

Fundraising:           Chris Mifsud  fund_raising@subaruclub.com.au  0424 518 920  

Fundraising:           Kelly Maxwell  fund_raising@subaruclub.com.au  0424 518 920  

Upcoming Events 

4 –5 August   Xmas in August, Belanglo - Troy & Sandi Strickland 

 

12 August    AGM -  at Western Sydney Parklands 

17 - 19 August   Camping at Old Bara near Mudgee  

  - Brett Hampson  

25 - 26 August   Mount Royal Lake St Clair  - Dave Cook 

 

 

 

 

7 - 9 September   Yerranderie and Beyond   Mark Honor 

14 September    General Meeting  

24 September   Greater Sydney Region Meeting 

29 Sept - 1 Oct  Olinda Octoberfest.  - Brett Hampson 

 

October  

12 - 14 October    4wd and Adventure Show   

Our Club will again participate in the Sydney 4WD & Adventure 

Show at Eastern Creek. Backing up from the success of the Out-

back Hotel concept, we are seeking members to help promote 

our great Club again this year.  

22 October   Greater Sydney Region Meeting 

AUGUST 2018 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 34 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

         

SEPTEMBER 2018 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

1        
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